
DORIS EKDAHL (NEE COLMAN) 
 

Doris was born in London, England on August 7, 1930.  Her family name was Berkovitch 
according to her sister Sylvia, but her father changed their name to Colman in the time around World 
War II. She went to North America via ship when she was young seeking safety.  This way of travel, via 
ship, would remain a favourite. 

 

Doris worked and traveled extensively in Canada and the USA.  She spoke of jobs as a nanny, as 
a bar owner, as a secretary, as a salesperson and as an accounts manager. She lived in many places. At 
the time of her death on March 12, 2016 she was retired but still keeping busy as a landlady in 
Vancouver, BC 

Doris interacted with people in many different communities in Vancouver.  I initially met her 
while volunteering as part of a Christian ministry offering chili to people on Commercial Drive around 
1998. She was initially shy but soon offered to help with food preparation and special events like 
Christmas.   After a couple of years of eating together Doris shared some stories about her history and 
we discovered that she lived just a few blocks away from us.  Doris shared that she had begun to 
interact with the homeless community in the city because she felt no judgement there.  As a then single 
woman without children she found many people her own age had little in common with her.  

Over the years we began to see Doris more and more in the community- at church events, as 
part of community groups, and eventually accepting invitations to Christmas at our home.  She adored 
our children and would often drop of extra food that she had gathered that she thought they might like. 
She invited me to a bar mitzvah at a synagogue near our home and was excited to share this 
community she was part of with me. 

Doris was an intelligent and resourceful woman, but computers were not in her skill set.  She 
took courses at a community centre but never felt comfortable with them.  When she decided to take a 
trip back to England, she asked for assistance in booking a cruise online. She shared how much she 
loved being on a ship, and shared some photos of other cruises she had been on.  A whole other side of 
this friend came to light. 
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When Doris began to have health problems in 2015 she would often come with questions and a 
request to help her look things up.  We would talk about things that were possible concerns, and she 
would call when she was feeling unwell.  When the situation progressed to a diagnosis of inoperable 
cancer in early 2016 Doris’ first concern was the practical business of taking care of her homes and 
tenants.  As her health got worse and it became clear that she would not leave hospital she began to 
talk about her history and her life more.  She was determined until the end to take care of all of the 
details of things.  In particular, she did not want other people to “see her like this” so would not allow 
others to visit her in palliative care until almost the day she died. 

One of the stories that Doris shared was very important to her.  She spoke about a trip to Israel 
she had taken years before and her concern for the Jewish people there.  Recently she had heard about 
a mother in Israel who had gone out to get food for her children and had been killed, leaving her 
children orphaned.  This touched a chord with Doris and she shared a desire to see her money go to 
help Jewish families in Israel. She met with a lawyer to make a will to this effect, and this is the source of 
the gift she is sending to your organization now.  Doris’ hope was that this money would have the effect 
of improving the lives of Jewish families who had been impacted by the war in Israel and we hope that it 
will through your organization. 

During her interactions as part of the Jewish community in Vancouver Doris had been very 
impressed by the acts of service of two Rabbi’s in particular.  In her will she would ask for their 
assistance in finding the best way to bless the Jewish community in Israel. The Estate would like to 
thank them both for their valuable assistance.  

 

 


